Montana Artist Tim Holmes creates sculpture for international Women’s Leadership Award presentation in Africa.

Cape Town, South Africa; November 2011: Renowned Artist and Sculptor Tim Holmes of Helena, Montana was recently commissioned to create an international award commemorating women who use creative transformative power to inspire social change in the face of opposition. 

The Freedom to Create Leadership Award for Women celebrates the inspiring work of extraordinary female change makers who have successfully tackled social challenges using new and innovative approaches, resulting in transformational, empowering opportunities for themselves and women in their communities.

Freedom to Create is an international organization that supports and recognizes artists who inspire social change in the face of oppression, discrimination and socio-economic challenges. The group contacted Holmes in the fall of 2011, requesting he design and create a bronze sculpture to commemorate women who harnesses the power of art and culture to build more creative and prosperous societies.

Tim Holmes has had many opportunities to use his talents toward celebrating the social change that has occurred in South Africa over the last several decades. Holmes is a member of the Montana Logging and Ballet Company, a political satire group responsible for raising nearly one million US dollars in funding and South African youth scholarships in support of Archbishop Tutu's struggle against apartheid.  Tutu attended the event in Helena, Montana in 1990

In 1997 Tim Holmes created a sculpture called Welcome Home, designed to raise funds for the peace center on Robbin Island where Nelson Mandela and many political prisoners of the racist apartheid regime were incarcerated; Welcome Home is installed in the center on the island five miles off the coast of Cape Town. 

Holmes also was asked to create a sculpture to assist in Cape Town's bid for the 2004 Olympics. The sculpture Olympic Africa combines the figures of a family of athletes with the shape of the African continent. A copy of the sculpture is displayed in the International Olympic Museum in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

The most recent bronze by Holmes, entitled “Unfolding Flight”, was presented as The Freedom to Create Leadership Award for Women at this year’s ceremony in Cape Town.  The figurative sculpture is Holmes’ depiction of a female angel building her own wings in preparation to taking flight.  This work is one of the many peace awards Holmes has created during his impressive career.  Others include Anima Mundi, (the U.N. Peace Prize for Women), Physicians for Social Responsibility Peace Prize, PeaceLinks Peace Prize, and The Christian Vine, in tribute to Arch Bishop Elias Chacour, Palestinian peacemaker.

This year’s recipient of The Freedom to Create Leadership Award for Women is a Burmese medical practitioner named Dr. Cynthia Maung. Dr. Cynthia was a 29 year old village doctor when she was forced to flee the violent crackdown by Burma’s dictatorship. With the help of foreign relief workers, Dr. Cynthia started a makeshift clinic in Huay Kaloke refugee camp. Over the last 16 years, Dr. Cynthia has developed the Mae Tao Clinic into a multi-specialty medical centre that logs more than 58,000 patient visits a year, serving a target population of 150,000 of all religions and ethnicities. It has saved the lives of thousands of refugees, illegal migrant workers and orphans. 

Mae Tao is also a shelter for abused and traumatized women. “It is not just the physical pain we want to cure”, she explains. “We need to help alleviate the deep psychological trauma that war creates and we need to offer protection”. In addition to providing medical care, Dr. Cynthia and her clinic work to heal and build communities. “If women aren’t educated, they won’t have jobs. If they are depressed, they won’t be able to care for themselves or their children”, she added.

Maung received Southeast Asia’s Ramon Magsaysay Award for community leadership and was listed as one of 2003 Time Magazine’s Asian Heroes. Altogether she has received six international awards for her work. In 1999, she was the first recipient of the Jonathan Mann Award, sponsored by US and Swiss health organizations.

Established in 2006, Freedom to Create each year awards the Freedom to Create Prize to artists in recognition of their courage and creativity in expressing the aspirations of ordinary people, to encourage dialogue around pressing social issues, and to inspire transformational social change.

Announcing the event, spokesperson for Freedom to Create, Priti Devi said, “Prosperity today is generally thought of in economic and material terms however, we have long believed that human fulfillment comes from a more holistic definition of prosperity, one that encompasses human flourishing. Our aim is to encourage the use of creativity and the arts to influence positive social change because we believe that a creative society is a prosperous society.”

This year the organization took its prestigious annual prize awards ceremony, Exhibition and Female Empowerment Forum to Cape Town South Africa. The 2011 Freedom to Create Prize winners were announced at an awards ceremony in Cape Town on 19 November 2011, at the stunning Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

Explaining the choice of Cape Town to host the 2011 Freedom to Create Prize event, Ms. Devi said, “We hold our award celebrations in places where there is an established history of the transformational impact of arts and culture.” She added, “The cities of South Africa including Cape Town, have a rich cultural heritage, and a complexity of issues that form part of the fascinating history of social change in South Africa. This makes Cape Town a fitting choice as the place to celebrate the courage and creativity of the participants of the 2011 Freedom to Create Prize.”

